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in which it seems as though one were still not freed from
the mother.
The primitive mind, although not understanding this
dilemma, sensed it all the more keenly, and accordingly
•x devised highly important rites between childhood and adult
age, e.g. puberty rites and initiation ceremonies, which
unmistakably have the aim of effecting the release from the
parents by magical means. This arrangement would be quite
superfluous if the relation to the parents were not also felt to
be magical.   Magic is everything into which unconscious
influences enter.  But the purpose of these rites is not solely
concerned with the release from the parents, since they also
have in view the transition to the adult phase.  The aim is
that none shall remain behind in the backward-looking longing
of childhood—which means that the claim of the wounded
archetype is covered.   This is brought about by opposing
the intimate relation with the parents by another relation,
namely that with the clan or tribe. The inflicting of certain
bodily defacements such as cuts and scars are intended to
serve this end, as well as the mystical teaching the young
man receives during the initiation.   Often these initiations
are extremely horrible in character.
This is the way in which the primitive, for reasons unknown
, to him, believes it necessary to do justice to the daims of the
archetype. A simple parting from the parents does not
suffice; there must be a drastic ceremony that seems very
like a sacrifice to those powers which could hold the young
man back. This shows us at a glance the power of the arche-
type ; it forces the primitive to act against Nature, that he
may not become her victim. This is indeed the beginning of
all culture, the inevitable result of consciousness with the
possibility it brings of deviating from unconscious law.
Long have these things been foreign to our world, but
nature has not therefore forfeited any of her power over us.
We have merely learned to undervalue that power. But we
are in somewhat of a quandary when we come to the question;

